The Bangash Tribe 

The Bangashes are not real Pathans. They claim a 
problematical descent from Khalid Ibn Waleed Ibn Moghaira, 
a Sheikh of the Arab tribe of Koreish, whose descendants 
are said to have settled in Persia, whence they were driven 
at the commencement of the 13th century by the tyranny of 
the Mughal Emperor Jenghis Khan. They passed via Sindh 
into Hindustan, and their chief Is mail was appointed 
Governor of Molten. His oppression gained him the title of 
Bangash, or tearer up of roots, and his descendants have 
been known as Bangashes ever since. He and his people 
excited the enmity of the neighbouring tribes, who drove 
them off. They retired to the Suleman mountains and 
eventually settled in Gardez. 

Bangash Pedigree 

Is mail is said to have ruled in Gardez for 30 years. After his 
death his sons moved down into the Kuram valley. The 
statements as to the names of his sons and grandsons vary. 
Some say that he had four sons; Gora, Gara, Samil, and Bai. 
Others say that Bai was a descendant of Gara. Miran and 
Jamshed were also sons of Gara. The only facts to be 
deduced from these mythical genealogies seem to be that 
the Bangashes were originally divided into two main 
sections, Gara and Samil. The Gara comprised of the 
Baizais and Miranzais, who now occupy the tappas of those 
names. The descendants of Jamshed are included under the 
general head of Miranzais. The Samilzais are not divided 
into any well marked sub-sections. They also have given 
their name to a tappa, which is mainly occupied by their 
descendants. 



Settlement in Kuram 


The whole tribe at first settled in the Kuram valley. This 
immigration is supposed to have taken place subsequent to 
the invasion of Taimur (AD 1398); in the beginning of the 
15th century they gradually moved down into Miranzai and 
eventually ousted the Orakzais from the country about 
Kohat. They appear to have done this in alliance with the 
Khattaks, who were simultaneously invading the Kohat 
district from the south. The Orakzais previously held as far 
as Reysi on the Indus. The Khattaks took the eastern 
country, Reysi, Pattiala and Zera; the Bangashes took the 
valley of Kohat. This occupation had been probably 
completed prior to the time of Babar's invasion in AD 1505. 
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Defeat of the Orakzais 

The decisive engagement which made the Bangashes 
masters of the Kohat valley is said to have been fought near 
Muhammadzai. Local traditions describe the battle as having 
lasted day and night for three days, till at last a youth in 
white appeared on the scene shouting "Dai, Dai, Dai, Sam 
de Bangasho; Gharde Orakzo," which, being translated, 
means "It is, it is, it is, the plain of the Bangashes; the hill of 
the Orakzais." This legend is supposed by the Bangashes to 
satisfactorily dispose of any claims of the Orakzais to 
proprietary rights in the Kohat or Miranzai valleys. According 
to another tradition the Kohat valley before the Bangash 
invasion was occupied, not by Orakzais, but by the tribes of 
the Gabris, Safis and Maujaris, who are not now to be 
traced. Whoever the original inhabitants may have been they 
now entirely disappeared. They were either exterminated, or 
more probably they were incorporated with the Bangash 



settlers, at first as Hamsayahs till in process of time they 
became indistinguishable from the real Bangashes 

Settlement of Baizais at Kohat 

The original settlements of the Bangashes were in the 
Kuram valley. Miranzais, Samilzais, and Baizais were all 
located there. The Baizais, whose summer quarters were at 
Ziran in Kuram, used to move during the winter to the Kohat 
plain, much as the Waziris and Ghilzais now do. After a time 
they quarrelled with the inhabitants of the country. Being 
unable to cope with them alone, they got the men of Upper 
Miranzai and Hangu to join them, and with their assistance 
conquered the country, which has been since known as 
Baizai. In dividing the tract the Hangu and Miranzai 
confederates got allotments which their descendants still 
hold. 

As the Bangashes took possession of these lower valleys 
the lands abandoned by them in Kuram were taken 
possession of by a new tribe, the Turis, who gradually 
obtained the mastery over the Bangashes that remained, 
and are now the dominant tribe there. The Bangashes still 
possess the following tracts in the Kuram valley: Baghzai 
occupied by Jamshedis, and Shalozam, Makhazai, Hajikhel, 
and Ziran occupied by Shamilzais. 

Gar and Samil Factions 

There seems at some remote period to have been a bitter 
feud between the two great branches of the Bangashes, the 
Gar and the Samal, and all the neighbouring tribes joined 
either one faction or the other. The distinction still remains 
long after the origin of the quarrel has been forgotten. The 
Khattaks, the Waziris, the Zaimushts, and most of the 
Orakzais and Khaibar Afridis are Samil. The Turis, the Adam 



Khel Afridis and some of the Orakzai and Khaibar Afridi 
tribes are Gar. The factions are not of much political 
importance nowadays, having been superseded by the more 
rabid enmity between Shias and Sunnis. 

Effect of Factions in Present Times 

In our own territory, though one village may be pointed out 
as Gar and another as Samil, the old faction feeling has 
almost disappeared except when kept alive by some further 
cause of enmity. As regards the relations of our people with 
trans-border tribes, as a rule where both are Gar or both 
Samil they are friendly. Where they belong to different sides, 
they are hostile. The Gar villages of Upper Miranzai hate the 
Waziris and the Zaimushts, who are Samil. The Khattaks 
and Waziris are both Samil, and are on good terms with one 
another. In the wars between the Sunnis and Shias which go 
on in Tirah, a Samil tribe on one side will sometimes 
interpose in favour of a Samil tribe on the other, on account 
of the old connection; and so with the Gars. Thus in 1874, 
when a great confederacy of the Sunni tribes had collected 
together to crush the Shias, the Ismailzais who are Samil got 
off the Bar Muhammad Khels, and the Ali Khels who are Gar 
got off the Mani Khels, so that the expedition came to 
nothing. 

Dr. Bellew's Hypothesis 

Dr. Bellew in his "Races of Afghanistan" explains the 
existence of these factions in the following way. He writes 
that "The factions evidently came into existence on the 
conversion of the people en bloc to Islam, when all became 
a common brotherhood in the faith, and called themselves 
Musalmans, though they yet maintained a distinction 
expressive of their original religious separation; a sign that 
their conversion was effected by force. And thus the people 



of the two rival religions, at that time flourishing side by side 
in this region, namely, the Buddhist and the Magian, ranged 
themselves naturally under the respective standards or 
factions of their original religions; the Buddhist Saman or 
Sraman giving the name to the one, and the Magian Gabr, 
Gour or Gar to the other." The theory is ingenious, but the 
simple explanation given by the people themselves seems 
more probable, viz., that the factions took their origin in a 
quarrel between the Gar and Samil sections of the Bangash 
tribe, in which the neighbouring clans took sides. The 
Bangashes did not enter the district till the 14th or 15th 
century, long subsequent to their conversion to 
Mohammedanism. It is hardly likely that they should have 
been affected by religious distinctions, which had come to an 
end centuries before they came into existence as a separate 
tribe. 

The following villages and tracts are respectively Samil and 
Gar: 



Samil 

Gar 

Baizai 


Baizai (No Strong 

Gar Feeling) 

Samilzai 

Muhammadzai 

Kaghazai 

Ushtarzai 

Landai Kachai 

Sherkot 

Mizai 

Khadizai 

Machai except 

Landai 

Marai 

Nusrat Khel 

Hangu 

Shahu Khel (Partly 

Gar) 

Hangu 

Shahu Khel (Partly 
Samil) 

Lodi Khel 

Bezar 






fRaisan 

Ibrahimzai 

Miranzai 
above Hangu 

Baliamin 

Muhammad Khoja 
kaimusht and 

Qrakzai villages 

Kll the old Bangash 
villages except 
Muhammad Khoja 
pnd Baliamin 

Khattak 

Khattaks are all Samil 



The following statement shows the division of the border 
tribes into Gar and Samil: 



Of the other Afridi tribes towards the Khaibar, the Aka Khels, 
Sipahs, Malik din Khels and Zakha Khels are Samil, while 
the Kambar Khels and Kuki Khels are Gar. 

Division into Miranzai and Kohat 

The Bangash tribe seem from the time of their first 
settlement to have been divided into the Upper Bangashes 
of Miranzai or Hangu, and the Lower Bangashes of Kohat. 
The Samilzai tappa was sometimes attached to Hangu, 
sometimes to Kohat. Probably when they arrived they had 
no recognised chiefs, managing their affairs on the 
democratic system peculiar to these Pathan clans. When, 
however, they settled in a comparatively rich and open 
country, easily accessible to the armies of the Mughal 





Emperors, the latter would naturally have found it advisable 
to recognise certain leading men as chiefs, and to employ 
them in the collection of revenue and the furnishing of levies. 

Sanad and Position of the Chiefs 

The Khan of Hangu has a succession of sanads given to his 
ancestors dating as far back as 1632 (from the Emperor 
Shah Jahan). The earliest of these gives him the farm of 
Kachai and Marai. Another from the Emperor Aurangzeb, 
dated A.D. 1700, gives him the lease of both Upper and 
Lower Miranzai on a net revenue of Rs. 12,000. The 
succession to the chief ship in the Kohat family has been 
more broken, and probably the older sanads have been lost 
and mislaid. The earliest forthcoming dates from A.D. 1745 
and was given by Muhammad Shah to Izzat Khan, the 
ancestor of the present chiefs. 

The rule of the Khans of Kohat and Hangu must have been 
of the most intermittent character. The boundaries of their 
jurisdictions were perpetually varying, and they were 
constantly engaged in internecine disputes. Upper Miranzai 
seems to have been all along almost independent. 
Sometimes a powerful chief, with the support of the king, 
became Governor of the whole country from the Indus to the 
Kuram. For instance Ghulam Muhammad of Hangu in the 
time of Nadir Shah is said to have ruled over Baizai and as 
far as Matanni in the Peshawar district. Zabardast Khan, 
Izzat Khel of Kohat, in the time of Timur Shah, held the 
whole country as far as Biland Khel, the Hangu family being 
temporarily expelled. When the Durani monarchy broke tip, 
its dominions were divided among the numerous brothers of 
Fateh Khan, and from that time members of the Barakzai 
family constantly resided both at Kohat and Hangu 
overshadowing the local chiefs. These sometimes held a 



public position as lessees of portions of the country. At other 
times they sank into obscurity or fled for refuge into the 
neighbouring hills. 

The detailed history of these Khans and lessees is very 
confused and of no interest to the general reader, though an 
acquaintance with it is very necessary for officers connected 
with the district. It will be found in detail in the appendices to 
Mr. Tucker's Settlement Report. The Bangashes now form 
the bulk of the population of the Kohat and Hangu tahsils. 



